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The perfect terrazzo combination; seamless resin with the aesthetics of traditional cement

London terrazzo specialist, Diespeker & Co is working with a new terrazzo process that offers clients the ‘best of both worlds’. 

The simple, yet effective process combines the very best elements of resin and cement terrazzo resulting in a seamless floor with a natural effect and exceptional qualities.

The base of the floor is created in resin using the specified chippings; however, the mix is deliberately more liquid than with a standard resin floor leaving the chippings more exposed. The liquid is then left to dry for twenty-four hours. Next, a layer of cement is poured on top of the resin base to create the seamless surface. 

There is a practical consideration for an allowance of between one and two weeks for the mix to settle and dry prior to grinding and polishing. Drying time will depend on the humidity of the area where the floor has been laid. However, as long as this is built into the installation timescale, the results will outweigh the additional wait time. Once dry, the surface is ground to bring out the shapes of the chippings. Finally, it is polished to create the stunning shiny effect of cement terrazzo and enhances the natural colours. A sealer can also be put over the surface to aid waterproofing and avoid staining.

The resulting floor is a perfect choice for those wanting a very organic effect with a natural touch rather than the manmade effect of resin.  

As well as providing the visual beauty of a polished cement finish, this process means that there is no requirement for movement joints in the cement, greatly minimising the chance of crazing or cracking. This is unlike a straightforward cement terrazzo floor where the movement joints must not exceed 1 sqm, resulting in a tile effect rather than seamless floor that to some degree risks losing the most appealing qualities of a terrazzo floor. Instead, the elasticity of the resin creates a perfect base for structural movements. And where a cement-only floor is usually 2.5cm in depth, a resin/cement flooring is just 1.5cm, providing a low profile solution.

Diespeker MD John Krause says that the new process is perfect for clients who prefer the look of cement terrazzo over a resin terrazzo finish but also like the idea of a seamless surface without the risk of cracks. “This cement resin combi is a major breakthrough and means we can provide the best of both worlds to our clients; an aesthetically spectacular cement finish with the practical qualities of a resin floor. 

“And as with all our bespoke terrazzo options, clients can specify the chippings or other aggregate in the mix - for example our new glass pebble collection is the ideal choice for a contemporary look.”

As with any seamless floor, the finished surface without joints has the benefit of being easier to keep clean, plus the visual quality of adding a sense of openness to a room.   
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[bookmark: _GoBack]About Diespeker
Diespeker & Co is a specialist supplier of natural stone and man-made materials for flooring, tiles, cladding, worktops and treads, for the commercial and domestic sectors. The company was founded in 1881 in Hamburg and expanded into London where it was one of the first companies to offer terrazzo and mosaic to the UK market. Diespeker offers a rare service at its factory in South East London where traditional hand-casting skills are employed to create bespoke designs. This enables the company to also match existing materials for refurbishment projects. The factory boasts the latest in Italian cutting and polishing machinery, as well as an impressive showroom displaying over 500 standard tile designs. Standard materials are imported from trusted suppliers in Italy where they can be cut to a much thinner finish than in the UK if required. The full service includes site surveys, technical support, drawing, supply and installation and an exceptional aftercare package. Diespeker has supplied and installed standard and bespoke solutions for such prestigious clients as The Royal Academy, The Waldorf Hotel, Bob Bob Ricard, London Coliseum, Paul Smith and Wimbledon Tennis Club. 
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